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WANNEROO ROAD AND OCEAN REEF ROAD — TRAFFIC CONGESTION 

23. Ms M.M. QUIRK to the Minister for Transport: 
I refer to the congestion on Wanneroo Road, which the people in the northern suburbs are heartily sick of and fed 
up with. Can the minister outline the government’s plans to reduce congestion on Wanneroo and Ocean Reef 
Roads? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 
I thank the member for Girrawheen for that question. I can assure everyone in this house that this government will 
make the northern suburbs a priority, unlike the opposition. Since forming government — 
Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Shadow Treasurer! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Since forming government, we have been working hard, securing funding and getting on with 
the job. The opposition is walking around like a deposed monarchy; it does not realise it is in opposition. 
Opposition members will not move into the opposition’s offices because they have not accepted the result of 
11 March. They do not realise they are in opposition. Can members on my side believe the performance today in 
relation to those roads to the north, with the Leader of the Opposition opposing those new interchanges? 
Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Shadow Treasurer! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The Leader of the Opposition is opposing those new projects in the northern suburbs. These 
two intersections, in particular Wanneroo Road–Ocean Reef Road and, of course, Wanneroo Road–
Joondalup Drive, are key congestion points—two of the most congested intersections across the entire 
metropolitan area. What did the Leader of the Opposition say? He said the projects were pork-barrelling and we 
did not need to do them. That is what the Leader of the Opposition said, in particular about Joondalup Drive–
Wanneroo Road. I was surprised that about 24 hours after the Leader of the Opposition said that we do not need 
to do the projects, the federal member for Pearce went out there and said that anyone who uses Wanneroo Road 
or Joondalup Drive on their morning commute would know how beneficial these upgrades are. Is it not good to 
see the federal member for Pearce backing some projects and the state Liberal Party stuck in the past? There is 
$146 million for projects in those northern suburbs; they are reducing congestion and securing jobs. Opposition 
members can believe they are somehow still entitled to everything that government brings; that is what they think. 
The Leader of the Opposition will not move into the Leader of the Opposition’s office because it is not good 
enough for him. That is what he thinks. Opposition members do not get the same research capacity. They are 
asking questions that they should know better about, and they have no idea about the works needed to run 
a legitimate question time. Look at them—stuck in the past. We are committed to securing funding. The Leader of 
the Opposition was there cheerleading for Canberra to rip $1.2 billion out; that is what he was doing. He was there 
on the sidelines cheerleading, wanting the federal government to rip $1.2 billion out of the state. That is 
a disgraceful performance and one that the public is watching very closely. 
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